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Louis will ever do. And then, when weVe done enough of it,
puff goes the candle!"

"Well, mine's not going to puff yet," said Pejron. "And I
agree with Axel that it's time we------"

"How do you know?" interrupted Gustav fiercely. "You
may be the youngest of us three, but for all you know you'll be
dead in a week, while we, Axel anyway, has thirty more years

in this idiotic world. Axel------" He stopped suddenly, and

turned on Fersen. "Do you by any chance know Greek?" he

"Very little," answered Fersen, "but I know that the
French for 'cab' is fiacre"

"I know none," said the King quietly, taking his arm and
facing towards Versailles. "But when you said 'witness' just
now, I suddenly remembered what an old German pastor once
told me in a sermon. He said that the Greeks used the same
word for 'witness' and for 'martyr',"

He fell silent as they made their way up the hill to the Palace.
When they reached its huge deserted courtyard, and Pejron
began to halloo for a conveyance, it became clear that King
Gustav was contriving to hide his true self again behind the
mask that Time and Royalty had forced him to fabricate.

"You will forget everything I said by the pond," he ordered.
"Even if it were true, I should not wish it to be repeated."

But there was a certain lack of confidence in his new manner,
and throughout the journey home he sat silently frowning
over his own thoughts.